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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . The amendments filed on 10-19-20005 and 1 1-28-2005 have been entered. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jeffrey Wolfson on 02-01-2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification: 

Page 1, line 5 (per applicant's line numbering), change "pending" to --U.S. Patent No. 
6,993,842-. 

In the claims: 

The following listing of claims, including all amendments made herein, is intended to 
replace all prior listings of claims: 
1-12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A finger ring comprising: an annular body made of 
a sintered hard material comprising a predominantly tungsten carbide material, wherein the 
annular body has at least two external surfaces that are continuous and of a width sufficient to 
provide each external surface with a facet with e ach fac e t having a polished grey mirror finish 
and with the hard material being long wearing and virtually indestructible during normal use of 
the finger ring j e w e lry articl e so that each facet retains its mirror finish, wherein each facet 
extends concentrically and continuously around the circumference of the ring without variations 
in its width, and wherein the body includes a cavity of a predetermined size and shape that is a 
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continuous slot which extends entirely around the annular body and is configured to receive an 
insert of a decoration component that provides a substantially different visual effect to the ring 
articl e, with the slot positioned between and adjacent to the facets, and the a decoration 
component comprising a precious metal that is disposed in and fills the slot, which slot extends 
into the hard material, and the decoration component is mechanically fit with the hard material to 
hold the precious metal therein and wherein the an outer surface of the precious metal forms a 
smooth transition with the ext e rnal surfac e of each facet. 

14-38. (Canceled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A finger ring comprising: 

an annular ring made of a sintered hard material comprising predominantly 
tungsten carbide, wherein the annular ring has at least one external surface that is continuous and 
of a width sufficient to provide an external surface facet, with the facet having a polished grey 
mirror finish and with the hard material being long wearing and virtually indestructible during 
normal use of the finger ring jewelry arti ele so that the facet retains its mirror finish, wherein the 
facet extends concentrically and continuously around the circumference of the ring without 
variations in its width, and wherein the annular ring includes a cavity of a predetermined size and 
shape that is a continuous slot which extends entirely around the annular ring body; and 

a decoration component comprising a precious metal disposed in the slot to 
provide a substantially different visual effect to the ring articl e, wherein the decoration 
component forms a second annular ring in the slot that fills a width of the slot continuously 
around the annular ring and that cavity of the annular ring formed of the sintered hard material 
and has an outer surface that is recessed from the at least one external surface facet so as to 
minimize contact of the outer surface with any object that contacts the finger ring. 

40. (Previously Presented) The finger ring of claim 39, further comprising a 
metal material disposed in the slot between a portion of the annular ring and the decoration 
component to facilitate retention of the decoration component therein. 
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41. (Previously Presented) The finger ring of claim 39, further comprising a 
hardening-resin component disposed in the slot between a portion of the annular ring and the 
decoration component to facilitate retention of the decoration component therein. 

42-43. (Canceled) 

44. (Previously Presented) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the external 
surface of the annular ring comprises at least two external surface facets with at least one 
external surface facet on each opposing side of the slot. 

45. (Previously Presented) The finger ring of claim 44, wherein the second 
annular ring has a width that is no greater than that of the slot and its outer surface forms a 
smooth transition with each of the external surface facets on the opposing sides of the slot. 

46. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein the hard material comprises at 
least 85 weight% tungsten carbide. 

47. (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the hard material comprises at 
least 85 weight% tungsten carbide. 

48. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein each external surface facet is 
highly polished to a mirror luster that is maintained for the life of the ring and does not require 
re-polishing during use. 

49. (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the at least one external 
surface facet is highly polished to a mirror luster that is maintained for the life of the ring and 
does not require re-polishing during use. 

50. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein the annular body includes 
design details that are maintained in their original configuration indefinitely. 
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5 1 . (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the annular ring includes 
design details that are maintained in their original configuration indefinitely. 

52. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein the hard material consists 
essentially of sintered tungsten carbide. 

53. (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the hard material consists 
essentially of sintered tungsten carbide. 

54. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein the hard material has a 
density of at least 13.3 g/cm 3 . 

55. (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the hard material has a 
density of at least 13.3 g/cm 3 . 

56. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein the at least one external 
surface facet is curved. 

57. (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the at least one external 
surface facet is curved. 

58. (New) The finger ring of claim 46, wherein a binding material is present 
in an amount of 3 weight% to 13 weight%. 

59. (New) The finger ring of claim 47, wherein a binding material is present 
in an amount of 3 weight% to 13 weight%. 

60. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein the at least one external 
surface facet is cylindrical. 
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61. (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein the at least one external 
surface facet is cylindrical. 

62. (New) The finger ring of claim 13, wherein a portion of the external 
surface facet is rounded across a cross-section of the annular ring that is transverse to the 
concentric continuous portion. 

63. (New) The finger ring of claim 39, wherein a portion of the external 

surface facet is rounded across a cross-section of the annular ring that is transverse to the 
concentric continuous portion. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Regarding claim 13, 
Grossman (US# 143 1652) in view of Lederrey (US#3 242664) discloses all of the limitations 
except for the precious metal disposed in the slot filling the slot, and the decoration component 
being mechanically fit with the hard material to hold the precious metal therein wherein the 
outer surface of the precious metal forms a smooth transition with each facet . Moreover, 
Grossman disclose the precious metal 2 disposed in slot 3 does not fill the slot as shown Fig. 6, 
and Grossman discloses bending of the edge facets 4 to hold the precious metal 2 in the slot 3 
thereby preventing a smooth transition between the outer surface of the precious metal and each 
facet. It would not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify 
Grossman (as modified by Lederrey) such that the precious metal disposed in the slot filled the 
slot, or such that decoration component was mechanically fit with the hard material to hold the 
precious metal therein wherein the outer surface of the precious metal formed a smooth transition 
with each facet. 
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4. Regarding claim 13, Bager (US#2050253) in view of Lederrey (US#3242664) discloses 
all of the limitations except for the decoration component being mechanically fit with the hard 
material to hold the precious metal therein wherein the outer surface of the precious metal forms 
a smooth transition with each facet. Moreover, Bager discloses bending of the edge facets 8 to 
hold the precious metal 9 in the slot 7 thereby preventing a smooth transition between the outer 
surface of the precious metal and each facet. It would not have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to further modify Bager (as modified by Lederrey) such that decoration 
component was mechanically fit with the hard material to hold the precious metal therein 
wherein the outer surface of the precious metal formed a smooth transition with each facet. 

5. Regarding claim 39, Grossman (US#143 1652) in view of Lederrey (US#3242664) 
discloses all of the limitations except for the second annular ring filling a width of the slot 
continuously around the annular ring and having an outer surface that is recessed from the at 
least one external surface facet so as to minimize contact of the outer surface with any object that 
contacts the finger ring. Moreover, Grossman discloses the second annular ring 2 does not fill a 
width of the slot 3 continuously around the annular ring 1 as shown in Fig. 6, and Grossman fails 
to disclose any recess in the outer surface of the second annular ring. It would not have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify Grossman (as modified by Lederrey) 
such that the second annular ring filled a width of the slot continuously around the annular ring 
and had an outer surface that was recessed from the at least one external surface facet so as to 
minimize contact of the outer surface with any object that contacted the finger ring. 

6. Regarding claim 39, Bager (US#2050253) in view of Lederrey (US#3242664) discloses 
all of the limitations except for the second annular ring having an outer surface that is recessed 
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from the at least one external surface facet so as to minimize contact of the outer surface with 
any object that contacts the finger ring. Although the second annular ring 9 appears to have a 
recess in its outer surface as shown in Figs. 8-9, the recessed surface is not recessed from the at 
least one external surface facet 8. It would not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to further modify Bager (as modified by Lederrey) such that the second annular ring had an 
outer surface that was recessed from the at least one external surface facet so as to minimize 
contact of the outer surface with any object that contacted the finger ring. 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. WO 96/173 19 discloses a finger ring, such as a wedding ring (Fig. 1 1), made of 
tungsten carbide material (page 9, line 6, "Hartmetall"). See related Rein (US#6020826) for 
reference purposes (col. 7, lines 29-40). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William L. Miller whose telephone number is (571) 272-7068. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

William L. Miller 
Primary Examiner 
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